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1.1 Introduction to the Alma Configuration Process
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Notes:

Welcome to this Introduction to the Alma Configuration Process.
1.2 Objectives
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Notes:

By the end of this session, you will know what steps are involved in the Alma Configuration Process.

1.3 Overview
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Notes:

Alma is highly configurable to fit the needs of a diverse customer base.  Starting with the data migration, your institutional structure as well as your data will be migrated in the first step of the configuration process.  Next, we use a form to gather information from you to determine how to begin configuring Alma.  Many parameters in Alma contain default values that have been selected to reflect our best practice recommendations for most libraries.  You may want to customize at least some of these parameters to meet your own needs.   Alma will be configured, and tested during your implementation project, and additional configurations may be desired based on the needs of your institution.

Let’s take a closer look at each of the stages of the configuration process.

1.4 Migration
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Notes:

The configuration process begins with the creation of libraries and locations in Alma during the migration of data from your legacy system. In Alma, a ‘location’ can be considered as equivalent to a shelving location or collection of materials in a given library. Circulations desks, acquisitions departments and internal processing departments, for example, are not considered locations in Alma. Each library has one or more locations. For customers currently using Voyager or non-Ex Libris systems, the migration form presents an opportunity to map your existing locations into Alma libraries and locations. For Aleph customers, Alma libraries are created from the Aleph sub-libraries, and Alma locations are created from the Aleph collections.

Libraries and locations play a central role in fulfillment in Alma.  Awareness of this role will help you to make more informed decisions when completing your migration form. Note that libraries and locations are migrated only once.
1.5 Configuration Form
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Notes:

The next step in the configuration process is the Configuration Form. The Configuration Form allows you to customize Alma to suit your specific needs, and is the main tool for initial configuration.  After libraries and locations have been created during migration, the configuration form allows you to customize parameters related to fulfillment, acquisitions, resource management and more.Your Ex Libris implementation team will provide you with both the configuration form itself, and a set of instructions on how to complete the form.  You can also refer to the remaining training sessions in this series for more information on how the configuration form is used to customize Alma.  The Ex Libris team will use the information that you provide in the form to make initial configurations in Alma.In preparation for completing your configuration form, we recommend that you review your current fulfillment policies with an eye toward simplification and consolidation. Reduce item policy exceptions by defining homogeneous locations. Combine similar item policies into a single item policy. Also, consolidate due date periods and differences between user groups if possible.
1.6 Default Values
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Notes:

Many parameters in Alma contain default values that represent best practice recommendations for most libraries.

This helps reduce the amount of configuration required.  These default values are included in the Configuration Form.  Parameters that do not have defaults are highlighted to assist you in completing the form.

1.7 Testing
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Notes:

Following initial customization of Alma according to your configuration form, modifications can be made via the Alma user interface. 

As you test the system with your migrated data and provide feedback, your Ex Libris implementation team will continue to make any necessary adjustments to the configuration.  Upon successful completion of Alma Certification Training, your institution’s Alma administrators will then be able to make additional modifications as needed. 

1.8 Additional Configurations
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Notes:

Although the configuration form contains most of the configurations you will need before going live with Alma, you will likely want to make additional configurations before going live. A list of these configurations, with reference to the relevant sections in the Online Help, is contained in the Customer Guide document that accompanies the Configuration Form.
1.9 Review
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Notes:

Now that you’ve watched this session you should know the steps involved in the Alma Configuration Process.

1.10 Thank You!
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Notes:

Thank you for joining this session!
1.11 Copyrights
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Al of the information and material inclusive of text, images, logos, product
names is either the property of, or used with permission by Ex Libris Ltd
The information may not be distributed, modified, displayed, reproduced - in
whole or in part - without the prior written permission of Ex Libris Ltd.

TRADEMARKS

Ex Libris, the Ex Libris logo, Aleph, Alma, SFX, SFXIT, MetaLib, DigiTool,
Verde, Primo, Voyager, MetaSearch, Metalndex, Rosetta, Leganto and other
Ex Libris products and services referenced herein are trademarks of Ex
Libris, and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other product
names, company names, marks and logos referenced may be trademarks of
their respective owners.

DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this document is compiled from various sources
and provided on an “AS IS" basis for general information purposes only
without any representations, conditions or warranties whether express or
implied, including any implied warranties of satisfactory qualty,
completeness, accuracy or fitness for a particular purpose.

Ex Libris, its subsidiaries and related corporations (*Ex Libris Group”)
disclaim any and all liability for all use of this information, including losses,
damages, claims or expenses any person may incur as a result of the use of
this information, even if advised of the possibility of such loss or damage.

© Ex Libris Ltd., 2018




Notes:
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